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Overview

ADoes depression increase dementia risk by a little or
a lot? What does the data say?

AWhy IS there such an increase In the diagnosis of
Bipolar Affective Disorder, and the use of
antipsychotic medications?

AWhy do so many perimenopausal women end up on
antidepressants?




Mood Disorders and Dementia

Bipolar Affective Disorder and Major
Depression
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Neuroanatomic Changes May Be Associated With
Chronic Depression

+ Major depression may result In progressive and cumulative
changes to the brain'2

* Evidence of a correlation between depression and decreased
hippocampal volume is expanding®#

- Hippocampal volume reduction has been seen in patients with major
depression®

- Changes are related to a chronic or recurrent disease course>®

- Length of untreated depression may be correlated with decreased
hippocampal volume>*
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