
Major Depression, Bipolar 

Affective Disorder, Mood 

Disorders and Menopause

A Clinical Psychiatric Underwriting Update

Dean Knudson, M.D.

Medical Director, NationsCareLink

May 2007



Overview

ÅDoes depression increase dementia risk by a little or 

a lot?  What does the data say?

ÅWhy is there such an increase in the diagnosis of 

Bipolar Affective Disorder, and the use of 

antipsychotic medications?

ÅWhy do so many perimenopausal women end up on 

antidepressants?



Mood Disorders and Dementia

Bipolar Affective Disorder and Major 

Depression



Gray Matter Loss in Patients With 

Schizophrenia vs Controls Over 5 

Years






